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WEATHER CROPS (Cont.)

Hot and rather dry weather prevailed

over the State. Temperatures averaged

4 to i0 degrees above normal. Rainfall

in the form of widely scattered showers

and thundershowers was more abundant over

the northeast portion of the State where

local amounts up to 2.00 inches were

recorded.

CROPS

Hot, dry weather over most of the

State promoted the maturity of crops but

continued to reduce soil moisture in most

areas. Condition of all crops deteri-

orated from the previous week. Moisture

supplies depleted rapidly with topsoil

moisture rated short in 84% of the coun-

ties and adequate in only 16%. Subsoil

moisture was rated 83% short and 17% ade-

quate. A year ago topsoil was 55% short

and subsoil was 87% short.

A good general rain is needed to

adequately prepare wheat beds for seeding.

Almost all seven days were suitable for

fieldwork during last week.

Irrigated corn condition declined

slightly with 7% of the counties report-

ing fair condition, 64% good and 29%

excellent.

Condition of dryland corn also de-

clined with 25% of the counties reportlng

poor condition, 56% fair and 19% good.

About 45% of all corn is in the dent

stage. This compares with a normal of

35% and 35% last year. Some reduction in

ear set has been noticed in dryland fields

affected by lack of moisture. Some dry-

land corn is being cut for silage.

Sorghum condition declined with 1% of

the counties reporting poor condition, 57%

fair, 41% good and 1% excellent. About

45% of the crop has turned compared with a

normal of 25% and 15% last year.

Soybean condition also declined with

5% of the counties reporting poor condl-

tion, 53% fair, 37% good and 5% excellent.

Over 90% of the soybeans have podded com-

pared with 85% last year and normal of

100%.

Condition of alfalfa hay decllned

with 15% of the counties reporting poor,

58% fair, 24% good and 3% excellent.

Over 60% of the third cutting has been

harvested. Condition of wild hay also

declined with 62% of the counties report-

ing poor condition.

Sugar beets and dry beans progressed

well. Some dry beans in the Central

District have been cut but harvest in the

Northwest District is still about three

weeks away.

LIVESTOCK

Pasture and range feed supplies con-

tinue to decline at 72% short and 28%

adequate. Supplemental feeding is being

done. Cattlemen continue to cull herds

closely.
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